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cut off at a moment when it reached its highest point, and
it is the effect of this one severe blight which is still writ
large on the present depressed state of the industry." 2^
The subsequent _ post-war rate changes partook of the
quality of a sop to Cerberus, and the crowning inequity
of all was the surcharge of 15% which was later reduced to
12|% and will be again raised to 20% in November 1CJ40.
That such treatment should be meted out to a key industry
which supplies the sinews of pioductive activity is the
more depressing. It only shows the influence of powerful
interests in moulding policy. The Government have vast
financial interests in these railways, so that it is no wonder
that they should be led by them and coerced into measures
which cannot seriously stand the test of scrutiny. That,
however sad it may be, is the barest truth and we have
got to face the music.
TOBACCO
Let us begin with a quotation from the excellent report
of the Agricultural Marketing Department which says with
epigrammatic terseness, " tobacco is possibly the democratic
luxury and as such is a rich man's solace and a poor
man's comfort." It is a large leaf belonging to the
botanical genus of Nieotiana and is pungent in taste;
being narcotic, it is an excellent stimulant. It is
used in a variety of ways; it is smoked as eirgarettes,
cigars or cheroots; it is used as an irritant of the nasal
&erres in the form of snuff or is chewed in quids. Probably
its greatest demand is for purposes of smoking and with
the i&emtsiag growth of not only adult but also juvenile
addiction to tbis feabit, the commercial importance of
tobacco has increased.
In 1934-35 the total area under tobacco for the world
was 70,61,000 acres. Of this the share of China was
24   Minute of Dissent Report of the Coal Committee, para 18,